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ready, but she wouldn't come and we had to wait." Moonbeam
hid her face with her fan, laughed, but still said nothing.
"Who is this girl?" the Moon Lady said.
"Don't you know her, Mother?" said Graceful, "She is
Exquisite's younger sister, and her name is Moonbeam. It is
only six months since she was made a woman."
"She has a very fine figure/' the Moon JLady said.
Golden Lotus pulled up Moonbeam's skirt and looked at
her tiny feet. "Your shoes are too pointed; they are not like
ours," she said. "In ours the proportions are as they should
be, but your heels are too large."
"How impertinent she is," the Moon Lady said to Aunt
Wu. "Why should she interfere in matters that^do not con-
cern her?"
Golden Lotus took a gold pin shaped like a fish from
Moonbeam's head and said: "Where did you get this?"
"It was made by our own silversmith," Moonbeam told
her. Tea and cakes were brought and the Moon Lady told
Cassia and Silver Maid to join the others. The six singing-
girls sat down together.	*
After tea, Cassia and Silver Maid invited the other girls to.
go to the garden with them, but Graceful said: "We must
go to the outer court first." Cassia and Silver Maid went with
Golden Lotus and Tower of Jade. They kept away from the
great arbour because there were mai?y guests thSre and, after
looking at the flowers for a while, they went to the Lady of
the Vase's room to see Kuan Ko. The baby was ill again.
He kept waking up out of a bad dream and he would not
take his milk. The Lady of the Vase had to spend all her time
in her own room looking after him. When they came she
asked them to sit down.
"Is the baby asleep?" Cassia said.
"He has been crying for a long time, but he has gone to
sleep now," the Lady of the Vase said.
"The Great Lady tells me she is going to <send for old
woman Liu," Tower of Jade said, "Why don't you send a
boy and ask her to come at once?"
"It is Father's birthday to-day," the Lady of the Vase said,
"I think I will wait until to-morrow."
Then the four singing-girls came with Orchid and Tiny

